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A Welcome To First-time Readers 


Vox Pop is the “Voice of the People” known as Mars Hill Church. Mars Hill is a church based in the greater Seattle 
area. Weekly Sundays gatherings are in Shoreline and Ballard, and events, activities and small groups meet throughout 
the week. If you visit us on a Sunday, stop by any Information Desk for a casual introduction to our church community. 
For more information, teaching, music, and more visit our website at www.marshillchurch.org. If you have additional 


questions, email voxoop@marshillchurch.org. 





To Boldly Go Where No Church 


Has Gone Before 


Podcasts, vodcasts, blogs, and tired Star Trek allusions attract nerds to the Gospel 





By Andrew Myers 


For Mars Hill Church, the month of June proved signifi- 
cant in the realm of cyberspace: Three podcasts in the top 
twenty among iTunes’ “Religion and Spirituality” programs, 
and the debut of the new Mars Hill “blogs.” 

For a few days in early June, the Mars Hill video podcast 
(vodcast, or whatever) rested in the number one spot. Two 
other podcasts produced by Mars Hill (the audio podcast 
and the Resurgence podcast) also got some love from the 
iTunes top twenty. 

Of course, all of this went down in the realm of 
“Religion & Spirituality,” one of the many podcast categories 
that iTunes has to offer (others include Sports, Politics, 
News, Entertainment, Family, etc). While grateful for the 
reception Mars Hill programming has received so far, the 
Communications Department would love to see Mars Hill 
podcasts showing up in more diverse categories. We want 
to go where the non-Christians are. 

Towards these ends, Mars Hill added four new podcast 
feeds at the end of last month. Depending on the content 
of a feed, it can be registered in multiple categories. A Film 
& Theology podcast, for example, could also appear in the 
Movies category, and Religion. A Capstone podcast might 
show up in both Religion and Education. 

Even weirder than the podcasting realm, the blogo- 
sphere embodies the voyeuristic-reality- TV-narcissitic-fifteen- 
minutes-of-fame-feeding-frenzy that defines 21st century 
popular culture. Blogs, however, do provide an attractive 
means for communicating your message: send information 
to millions of people in one instant. 

Recipe for disaster, sure enough. In their short history, 
blogs have become infamous for written vitriol sent in the 
heat of the moment. They are a tool common to our culture, 
however, and we intend to go there. 

Psycho as that may sound, the first few weeks of the 
great blog experiment have been rather encouraging. The 
West Seattle blog began in early June, and the Vox Pop blog 
debuted a couple weeks later, just before the Greece trip. 
So far, nobody’s been flamed and not a single emoticon has 


been used (it helps that the comment feature on these blogs 
is disabled for the time being). w 


Check this stuff out — the new podcast feeds and the new 
blogs — and let us know what you think. Email voxpop@ 
marshillchurch.org. 


YOUR GUIDE TO 


marshillchurch.org/feeds 


Podcast Feeds 


(go to marshillchurch.org/feeds to subscribe) 


The Firehouse: Subscribe to this feed and receive 
every piece of audio that Mars Hill publishes. 


From the Pulpit: A weekly (audio) sermon from 
Pastor Mark Driscoll 


Vodcast: A weekly (video) sermon from 
Pastor Mark 


Music: Songs from your favorite Mars Hill bands 


Announcements: A brief weekly podcast about 
what's going on at Mars Hill 


Blogs 
West Seattle (marshillchurch.org/westseattle): 


The latest updates from Mars Hill’s newest site 


Vox Pop (marshillchurch.org/voxpop): Exclusive, 
pre-release, and classic content from the world’s only 
twenty-page monthly Seattle church newspaper 


A 


Mission Jamaica 2006 


By Aaron Culver aa 


Getting off of the plane, it is hard to remember that 
you are stepping into a world other than sun, beach, 
and games all day. For most, Jamaica is land of the sun, 
beaches, and endless resorts where people flock for vaca- 
tion. For Jamaicans, however, reality is quite different. Yes, 
Jamaicans love the sun and land, but life is very far from just 
fun and games. 

The economy in Jamaica is difficult. Many struggle to 
even find a part time job that pays meager wages. Many 
Jamaicans survive off the land they live on and whatever 
they can grow. An education beyond primary school is, un- 
fortunately, not the norm. And forget about being computer 
savvy. Access to a computer is challenging at best if you are 
not in elite schools or jobs. 

But Jamaicans have something that many Americans do 
not fully grasp. The majority of Jamaicans love Jesus! They 
receive the gift of grace Jesus has offered and they proclaim 
it loudly into the communities around the small island nation. 
They take their prayer requests to Jesus and exalt His name 
with each answered prayer. Community activities revolve 
around the church and evangelism/revival is at the core of 
their actions as they hold street meetings at local stores that 
flood the neighborhoods with song and teaching. 

Each summer, Apex Ministries embarks on Mission 
Jamaica with a group of young adults that are high school 





seniors and college age. With the goal of learning servant 
leadership, teams work on a construction project, put on 
multiple Vacation Bible Schools, immerse themselves in the 
Jamaican culture, make lasting friendships, and worship God 
with an uninhibited spirit. 

“At first, the team is just absorbing everything going on 
around them,” says Deb Culver, president and co-founder 
of Apex Ministries. “During the second week, everything is 
different. Jamaica starts to feel like a second home to them. 
They've been hanging out with the locals, seeing the country, 
learning how to speak the dialect [English Patois], and see- 
ing the joy that our work brings to the communities. 

“Our ministry isn’t so much about evangelism, though it 
does happen on the trip. But rather, having a heart like Jesus, 
who was the ultimate example of servant leadership.” 

Mission Jamaica 2006 takes off July 28 and returns 
home August 13. The team will be continuing work on a 
church that last year’s team started rebuilding, which was 
leveled by Hurricane lvan. 

Apex Ministries is also working on setting up computer 
labs in Jamaica. The labs will be in local churches and open 
to the general community helping the average Jamaican gain 
necessary skills to compete in the 21st century. For more 
information on Jamaica or other Apex Ministries’ programs, 
visit www.apexministries.org. 1% 


Mars Hill member Aaron Culver is co-founder of Apex 
Ministries. “Action” is a regular Vox Pop column highlighting 
different ministry and service opportunities based in and 
around Seattle. Email voxpop@marshillchurch.org to sug- 
gest ideas for the “Action” column. 
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STELELE. 
July 30 - Aug 13, 2006 


Answer the call. Join the team today! 


Ministries 


www.apexministries.org 
deb@apexministries.org 
(206) 683-1887 











mars hill July 


Subscribe to our weekly email update at 
www.marshillchurch.org. 


07.08 sat, 6pm - ballard art walk 
new gallery debuts at Mars Hill Ballard 


07.09 sun, 1pm - gospel 101 class 
Summer Gospel Class begins (Ballard) 


07.21 fri, 6:45pm - film & theology 
Grizzly Man (Ballard) 


07.14-07.16 - father/son campout 
weekend trip to Sun Lakes 


07.28-07.29 - proxy 
road trip to Skate Church in Portland 


08.05 sat, 9am to noon - paradox 
battle for biblical purity 


08.09 wed, 6pm - event of the summer 
baptisms & BBQ at Richmond Beach 


weekly this season 


sunday services 
ballard — 1401 NW Leary Way 
9am, 11am, 5pm, 7pm 
(no children’s ministry during the 7pm) 


shoreline — schirmer auditorium — 10:30am 
(crista ministries campus) 
greenwood ave N & N 195th st 


nights in the park 

Come hang out, BBQ, toss the disc, and 

study the Bible. If you're interested in joining a 

Community Group, there will be lots of groups 

meeting and forming at these events... 

wednesdays- Richmond Beach: 6-8:30pm 
Gasworks: 6-9:30pm 


thursdays- Greenlake: 6:30-9:30pm 


gospel 101 class 

Sundays at 1-2:30pm (Ballard) 

If you're interested in learning more about Jesus 
and Mars Hill Church, or if you want to become a 
member at Mars Hill, take the Gospel Class. 


recovery & grace groups 
If you’re struggling with addiction, substance 
abuse, homosexuality, infertility, post- 
abortion trauma, childhood abuse...email 
recovery@marshillchurch.org. 
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AUGUST 5 


Who needs to be there? 


1. Pastors, elders and community group leaders. 
You need to learn about sex addiction to give wise 
counsel and good advice. 


2. Men who have struggled, fought to live in purity, 
are walking in victory and you want to help. You have 
a heart to minister to men in this area of your life 
where God has been gracious to you. 


3. Men who want to become accountability partners. 
You will learn how to be discerning and ask the right 
questions to those who struggle. 


4. Men who struggle with purity issues, and want to 
know how to walk in victory 


Single Men: Marriage does NOT cure compulsive 
sexual sin. Get your life under control 
before you step into marriage. 


Married Men: Marriage did NOT cure compulsive 
sin, did it? Get your life under control before your 
spouse steps out of your marriage. 


No man is immune. Join the battle. 





i E E 
MPN S i 


CAM 


JULY 14-16 | Email Rick James 
AT SUN LAKES | [denali_2000@yahoo.com) for more info. 
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FOR M EN ONLY: 


The Battle for Biblical Purity 


On Saturday, August 5, from 9 a.m. until noon in the 
Paradox, men are invited to come learn about what sex ad- 
diction is and how to identify addictive behavior. Experts 
and men who have fought this battle will be on hand for 
instruction and discussion. 

Pornography and related sexual sins are taking a ter- 

rible toll on the Body of Christ. This need for a seminar of 
this nature cannot be underestimated. 
Literally millions of Christian men are swilling the sewage of 
porn like binge-drinking freshman. In fact, “Forty-seven per- 
cent of Christians admit that pornography is a major prob- 
lem in their homes” (Internet Filter Review, “Pornography 
Statistics 2003”). And that’s not counting those who won't 
admit it. 

Most of the Christian men caught in this problem are 
spiritually wounded and shame filled. They are doing their 
best to hide their compulsive sexual sin as they struggle 
through what, by any definition, is a phony and powerless 
Christian life. 

The spiritual battle to break the hold of sex addiction is 
one of the most important battles in the church today. Why? 
Because a huge percentage, in some churches maybe even 





“Picture half of your army face down 
in the mud, hands cuffed behind 
their backs, mouths duct-taped” 





a majority, of God’s young men (the future of the church) 
are held captive by the enemy: tied up in their sin, gagged 
by shame, and locked in the prison of sexual addiction. 
Picture half of your army face down in the mud, hands 
cuffed behind their backs, and mouths duct-taped. And -— if 
they escape — most run right back to their captor for more 
of the same torture. It’s insane. 

However, there are men all over the country who are 
engaged in the battle for biblical purity and winning. They are 
in the fight for honest confession of their sin, true repentance, 
obedience to God, life in purity, and walking in victory. 

These men continue to experience fierce opposition 
from the culture — the devil himself — and from the well- 
trained, dishonest, and the crafty sex addict that they know 
all too well: themselves. 

At Mars Hill there are truly committed and faithful 
“brothers in the battle.” Many are living transformed and 
changed lives. 

God is rebuilding these men, their marriages, their 
families, and their faith, and giving them a hunger for a 
closer walk with Jesus. Plus, by God’s grace, the beautiful 
gift of godly sex that was so misused and twisted is being 
cleansed and restored as well. 1% 


PURITY AND POWER — 


You will learn from the experts and 
men walking in victory in this battle 
what sex addiction is, how to 
identify addictive behavior and be 
presented with alternatives to 
support Biblical purity. 


Saturday, August 5th 
9 to 12 Noon in the Paradox 





Photo by Morgana Wingard 
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I's Jesus’ building: 





we're just IIVINg IN It. 


Two congregations unite at the dedication of Mars Hill West Seattle 





By Ryan Harmaning mm 


It was a “cleaning day.” One of those Seattle days where 
strong showers and gusty winds blow in and out of neighbor- 
hoods and yet respectfully depart by evening to make room 
for a spectacular sunset. The day’s rain had cleared the air 
and washed clean the trees and streets to produce that 
crystal clear light that photographers die for. 

And there, on 35th St. in West Seattle, stood our new 
and amazing gift: the church building originally founded by 
our Christian brother Mark Matthews some eighty years ago, 
gleaming in the evening light as if God had just given her a 


good washing in preparation for the Dedication Service. 
Driving by the building for the first time, my wife and | saw the 
banner proclaiming “Coming Soon: Mars Hill West Seattle” 
fluttering in the breeze and we were a little giddy at the 
prospect. We won't likely be attending the new site, forty-five 
minutes away from home, but in the same way we were so 
encouraged at the sprouting up and flourishing of Mars Hill 
Shoreline, it was obvious the potential that God has given us 
through his grace with this location. 

An actual church building! | mean a foyer, a pipe organ, 
a cavernous main sanctuary, and underneath it all, a warren 
of halls, rooms, and secondary spaces — the place is huge. | 


wandered through a doorway whose three-inch thick, steel- 
wrapped door suggested a submarine hatch (I can already 
see a very “Mars-Hillish” aesthetic capitalizing on this indus- 
trial touch). 

Unlike other Mars Hill expansion projects, Mars Hill West 
Seattle is unique in that it involves more than new facilities. It is 
the joining of two congregations: Mars Hill and Doxa, a sister 
fellowship that offered Mars Hill ownership of the facility free 
and clear. The Dedication Service (which took place Friday 
evening, June 2) was a special event, representing the first 
time these two bodies of believers united under one roof. 

Jeanette Reed and her family have been a part of Doxa 
since its inception. Her perspective regarding recent develop- 
ments is an affirmation of the solidarity — and the message of 
Jesus Christ — that is bringing us together. “I have a genuine 
desire to see the entire city reached for Jesus,” Jeanette said. 
“| am a Kingdom Builder.” 

The concept of “teams” in the combining of our two con- 
gregations was non-existent to Jeanette. It was encouraging 
to see so much conscious attention being paid to keeping our 
singular mission of the utmost importance and not dividing 
into crippling “us and them” camps. 

This common joy and excitement was more than evident 
throughout the Dedication Service. Pastor Mark Driscoll set 
the tone of the evening by recounting the building’s history, a 
brick and mortar testament that Jesus’ work in Seattle began 
long before any of us were born. Many different faithful 
congregations have used the facility—not just Doxa and Mars 
Hill—further proof that before any organization, group, or man, 
the building belongs to Jesus. 

Bubba Jennings, West Seattle’s site pastor, followed 
Pastor Mark with a pep talk detailing the vision and needs 
(pray for parking) of Mars Hill West Seattle. Pastor Bubba 
concluded his speech by ushering in a time of corporate 
prayer. Fifteen or twenty folks stepped up to the mic offering 
sincere thanks, great expectations, humble petitions, and 
praise for the name of Jesus. 

The evening culminated with a time of singing and wor- 
ship, as old and young, Doxa and Mars Hill, joined in one 
voice to praise the giver of all things, the shield about us, our 
senior pastor, Jesus Christ. 

After the service, we were invited to walk around the 
facility — to pray for it and get to know each other along 
the way. As | passed through one doorway, | gawked at a 
high-ceilinged room, with its arched windows and plastered 
detailing. Turns out this portion of the facility was modeled 
as an exact replica of the church which George Washington 
attended. 

Long, meandering hallways beckoned into the half-lit 
distance — many of these alluring little passages were blocked 
by yellow caution tape; unseen chambers that will, with God’s 
grace, soon be filled with bustling activity and the sound of 
voices proclaiming the triumphant message of Jesus. 

After my tour, | asked Pastor Bubba about his thoughts 
on this opportunity to build upon the blood, sweat, and 
tears of the congregations who have come before us. “The 


(continued: SEE ‘West Seattle’ page 17) 
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By Nadia 


A few nights ago | spent some quality girl time watch- 
ing movies with two of my favorite friends, Sarah and Chloe. 
Mars Hill isn’t our connection, but Sarah does attend ser- 
vices pretty regularly. Chloe has visited with her husband, 
but attends another (smaller) church that suits her better. 

In the midst of our shamefully giggly and girly conversa- 
tion, | mentioned that if they wanted, they could join me at 
The Breakfast Club on Saturday, since both had expressed 
prior interest. Suddenly, the conversation then shifted from 
silly to uncomfortable with Sarah's joking remark to Chloe 
about staying away from the evil church, or something to that 
effect. What ensued was one of those “I’m here, but I’m not 
here” conversations, where they talked only to each other, 
but in vague terms so as not to offend me — but just the fact 
they were discussing something negative about my church 
made me feel awkward anyway. 





I’m here because | am a part of 
a believing community — and not 
in a Superficial way: | am in a 
Community Group that is really my 
church within Mars Hill. 





They said they both share similar misgivings about Mars 
Hill, and they didn’t want to share them with me because they 
didn’t want to hurt my feelings. “You don’t have to like my 
church,” | squeaked, unconvincingly. | have a slight problem 
with allowing others’ opinions to sway my own too easily. 

Now, when | am in a stressful situation, my first reaction 
is always emotional, not rational. However, | am also a control 
freak, so it wasn’t until | bid Sarah and Chloe goodnight and 
started trudging through late-night downtown that I allowed 
myself to react at all. And as | did, | had this huge, sinking 
feeling. Disappointment. Disenchantment. 

The last few weeks | have been so excited to get in- 
volved with Mars Hill. Almost giddy. Which | already knew 
was a ridiculously unsustainable high, but still . . . 
was so quickly deflated. | felt depressed. 

| wondered if I'd been duped into the glim-glam and 
popularity of Mars Hill and had missed something crucial. 
Maybe this whole thing is much shallower than | thought. 
Maybe I’m just one of the thousands, mesmerized by the 
sermons that make you laugh until your sides hurt, and then 
punch you in the heart while you’re down. 

| kicked a cigarette off a curb, confused and feeling 


my elation 
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Why am I here? 





ill. | thought and thought and thought, while | ducked the 
11 p.m. gangstas and junkies, while | tromped across the 
litter-strewn sidewalks to the sketchy bus stop. | should've 
been paying more attention to my own safety but the mental 
seemed much more threatening than the physical. Besides, | 
have a cold glare that has never failed to express the “mess 
with me and DIE” warning. So | pasted it on and continued 
thinking. 

Am | just buying into a “we're cool, we're urban, we can 
cuss and we have Driscoll!” show? Two sirens went by. | 
kept freaking out mentally. And just as my bus pulled up, my 
sickening stomach began to settle as some truths resurfaced 
in the tumult of my shaken mind. 


1. Whether or not there is a major presence of the “we 
are the hippest Christians” mentality among attenders—and 
even though Pastor Mark himself has flaws—l know | hear 
God through the messages on Sunday. | know because 
Mark teaches from the Bible. | know because he talks about 
Jesus. | know because the Holy Spirit convicts me through 
the message: a conviction that brings hope and healing, not 
crippling despair. | leave talking to Jesus, not talking about 
Mark. Paul’s thoughts to the Philippians also comfort me in 
this regard. “What does it matter? The important thing is that 
in every way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is 
preached. And because of this | rejoice” (1:18). 


2. If the church drastically changed on a technical 
level — like if they painted the auditorium baby blue, or Mark 
decided he couldn’t take all the hate e-mails anymore, or the 
numbers dropped to 200 or surged to 20,000 — it wouldn't 
change my choice to be here. Because I’m not here for the 
artsy atmosphere. It’s sure nice, don’t get me wrong. And the 
sermons may be what drew me in, but seriously, | told you 
I’m new, and there are billions of sermons | haven’t heard 
available online. lm here because this church is founded on 
Jesus and His Word, and I’m here because | am a part of a 
believing community — and not in a superficial way: | am ina 
Community Group that is really my church within Mars Hill. 
So are the people | work with when | volunteer at Mars Hill. 
That’s why | am here. 


3. If they stop telling us about Jesus and admonishing 
us to go to Him, if they decide the Bible isn’t entirely true any- 
more, if they cancel Community Groups and start pushing 
attendance and consumerism over involvement and service, 
then | will have to move on. 








Wednesday nights from 6 to 8:30: Mars Hill 
Shoreline at the RB (Richmond Beach). 


Bring your friends, neighbors, co-workers, and sports 
gear. The BBQ’s fired up every week this summer 
(through 8/16). shoreline@marshillchurch.org. 


Mars Hill Shoreline — Sundays at 10:30am — Greenwood Ave N & N 
195th (Schirmer Auditorium) — www.marshillchurch.org 











4. | don’t agree with or even appreciate everything Mars 
Hill does. | have some pretty specific, sharp thoughts about 
a lot of things. | see problems at Mars Hill. Until the perfect 
church is created, though, and | can fabricate my way into 
registering as a perfect member there, | am quite happy 
here. And is church really about me being happy anyway? Or 
being obedient to Jesus and loving His people? 

| breathed out. | grabbed my notebook right there on 
the bus and started writing furiously until | had what you see 
above. Now | don’t have to freak out the next time | hear 
criticisms of Mars Hill, whether they’re valid or not. | know 
why | am here. Do you? w 





Photos courtesy of the Dugdale Family 








The Strongest Man at Mars Hill 


Mark Dugdale and his wite, Christina, hit the weights for Jesus 





By Kyle Isaacson 


Jay Cutler is three-time Arnold Classic Champion, three- 
time Mr. Olympia runner up, and Mark Dugdale’s one-time 
favorite bodybuilder. 

And who is Mark Dugdale? Mark is Mr. USA 2004, 
Pro Bodybuilding Rookie of the Year 2005, subject of the 
documentary, Driven, 235 pounds off-season, 198 pounds in 
competition, vice president of Garden Fresh Foods, husband 
to Christina, and father to Madison, Lauren, and Julia. He also 
happens to be that guy in the quivering chair next to you on 
Sunday morning with more bumps in his shirt than a role of 
bubble wrap. 

You might not have noticed Mark and Christina. They are 
a quietly romantic duo, with equally dark hair and an unpro- 
nounced vivacity to their gate. They met ten years ago while 
out with friends. When Christina let it slip that she loved Jesus, 
Mark knew that he was going to love her. 

A year or so later they married. Two years after that the first of 
their three charming “drama queens,” Madison, crawled her 
way into their lives. Then Lauren. Then Julia. Now Mark eats 
their cookies—at least he did during our interview. Between 
bites, | asked him and his wife about their lives as Christians, 
professional bodybuilders, and members of Mars Hill Church. 

We spent a warm afternoon together in Kirkland. The kids 
leapt and fell amidst tangled bars and slides while | saddled 
the worn pine of a nearby picnic table. Christina and Mark sat 
across from me facing the jungle gym; you have to think about 
these things when you are parents. Mark’s lips were curled 
around the straw in his large smoothie as he casually awaited 
my questions. 

“How many calories do you eat in a day, anyway?” 

“About 4,000.” 

He took a long drag on the straw. | felt like | could see him 
getting stronger. Christina actually does. She’s worked out 
with him since their honeymoon in St. Lucia. Presently, they 
tag-team the dumbbells at Gold's in Kirkland, where they have 
managed to build a community by leading a Bible study. For 
most, the gym is not the first area on the list for evangelism. 
For Mark and Christina, however, it is their main ministry. 

“It’s a huge opportunity for witness,” Christina says. 
“We're outcasts,” Mark adds. “Most bodybuilders are meat- 
heads.” 

They host fifteen folks at their home to fellowship, 
discuss sermons, and lift some biblical text. At first, the 
Dugdales had a difficult time finding a church community 
because of their busy schedule and other obstacles. 

The church has not always been kind to this athletic 
husband and wife team. While at their previous place of 
worship, six months after Christina’s first bodybuilding show, 
a pastor's wife invaded her home with photos of the competi- 


tion and an earful of cutting rebuke. Her women’s Bible study 
was a bit more passive aggressive with their displeasure, 
omitting Christina’s bodybuilding-related prayers from their 
corporate petitions. 

“We were told that we could attend the church, but we 
couldn’t mention or ask for prayer for anything related to our 
careers. They were asking us to wear a mask.” 

As Christina told me the story, Mark scavenged through 
her purse, mumbling something about hunger. Eventually, he 
began munching on pieces of cookie. “Mars Hill is so good,” 
he tells me. “You just gotta get people in the door.” 

The Dugdales speak from experience. After lovingly 
shaking the dust from their feet at their previous church, 
Mark and Christina attended a Mars Hill Good Friday service 
and found what they had been looking for: solid biblical the- 
ology mixed with contemporary common sense. As someone 
else has characterized it: a community that is “theologically 
conservative and culturally liberal.” The combination proved 
inspiring, and the two pursued membership. 

As | mentioned, Christina loves Jesus. Mark loves Jesus, 

too—and the Bible. And his church and his daughters. “I want 
Mars Hill to be a place where my kids grow old.” 
Just then one of the little ones came bouncing across the 
lawn, perching atop my bench, arm stretched across the 
table towards the remains of her cookie. “Dad! You ate my 
cookie!” 

Mark reached deep into the sack, drawing out the two 
remaining chunks and plopping the larger in her hand. “We're 
going to have lunch soon,” he promised. “I’m hungry.” 

Father and daughter both smile at the familiar exchange. 
It’s endearing that God set a man of Mark's stature as protec- 
tor of three tiny daughters. It is quite unusual for bodybuild- 
ers to start, not to mention maintain, families. Christina also 
works hard to maintain the family, living out her ministry as a 


(continued: SEE ‘Strongest Man’ page 16) 


“Driven,” the recently 
released bodybuilding 
documentary featuring 
Mark Dugdale (and the 
music of Mars Hill bands), 
is available in the Resource 
Center at Mars Hill Ballard. 
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MISSIONS FEST 
is coming to S E ATT L E 
OCTOBER 6-7 2006 


Northshore Baptist Church & 
Easide Foùrsquare Church 


missionsfestseattle.org 
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| THE ELDERS, IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE AGATHOS FOUNDATION, ARE 
CREATING A NEW MH MINISTRY; THE MARSHILL OCOVMIISTRY —=all 
PARTNERING WITH AN AFRICAN CHURCH, MARS HILL CHURCH MOVES INTC 
A LONG TERM RELATIONSHIP WITH AN AFRICAN CHURCH AND TO THE 
AGATHOS ORPHAN VILLAGE CONNECTED TO THAT CHURCH. ~ f H 
= i 


` 


MH MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO PARTICIPATE (N THE CREATION OF THIS 
NEW MINISTRY. TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT HOW YOU CAN BE PART OF THIS 
NEW EXCITING MINISTRY EMAIL OCOV@MARSHILLCHURCH.ORG AND/OR 
FLAN ON BEING AT THE MARS HILL C HURCH OCOV 


MINISTRY LAUNCH MEETING AT THE PARADOX | 


SUNDAY 7/16 AT 3PM ng 
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07.01-03 Backpacking in Alpine Lakes Wilderness - A 23 
mile loop to Squaw and Deep lakes. 

Mark Humiston at MarkHumiston@gmail.com 
Kayak Rescue Training - Prepare to get wet and 
learn assistance and self-rescue skills. 

Thom Booth at thomb@marshillchurch.org 


Disc Golf in Redmond — Enjoy 9 or 18 holes at 
Juel Park's unique course. Beginners Welcome. 
Jason Orr at englishsteel@hotmail.com 
Father/Son Camping Trip — Come to Sun Lakes 
State Park to celebrate nature as a family. 

Rick James at denali_2000@yahoo.com 


Blake Island Kayak and Camping -= A weekend 
paddle from Bainbridge to beautiful Blake Island. 
Thom Booth at thomb@marshillchurch.org 
SCUBA at Blake Island - Dive the secluded 
waters of Blake Island and weekend camping. 
Janelle Baarspul at jabaarspul@yahoo.com 
Seattle to Portland Bicycle Classic — The 27th 
annual STP will be 200 miles of good times. 

Dan Harder at Dan_harder@hotmail.com 


Squamish Rock Climbing - A weekend in British 
Columbia at the region's top climbing destination. 
Michael Pepera at michael@pepera.org 

Barclay Lake Family Hike — A laid-back hike near 
Index, perfect for kids and adults alike. 

Nancyjean Tripp at jersey_climbgirl@yahoo.com 
Mount Rainier Summit Climb — Join the ranks of 
those who have conquered the mountain. 

James Mallory at jrmallory@hotmail.com 

Local Kayaking -a morning of kayaking on Lake 
Union. 

Thom Booth at thomb@'marshillchurch.org 


Golden Gardens BBQ — A fun evening of bbq, 
bonfire, and volleyball at this favorite local beach, 
James Mallory at jrmallory@hotmail.com 


0808 
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Scott’s Bar & Grill 


By Mark Bergin 


HILL 





Less than a mile away from Mars Hill Shoreline, Scott's Bar 
and Grill (8115 Lake Ballinger Way) has been serving north 
end residents a decent meal and cold drink since 1971. With 
an old-fashioned dining room and more modernized bar, the 
restaurant attracts a core of regulars from a wide-ranging 
demographic. Low employee turnover helps maintain a famil- 
iar feel. Scott Wilson has worked the bar for the better part 
of his fourteen years at Scott’s. And no, he doesn’t own the 
place — just wishes he did. 


Q: So who does own the business? 


A: It's part of a big corporation called Restaurants Unlimited. 
They own Cutters, Palisades, Palomino and other restaurants 
over the nation. 


Q: What’s good here? 


A: We've got really good prime rib. Everybody likes the 
chicken Dijon. And we've got a couple of pasta dishes that 
have been on the menu forever — the Cajun chicken fettuc- 
cine and the Chicken asparagus prosciutto. 


Q: Is there a favorite drink from the bar? 


A: It’s changed a lot over the years, but consistently over 
the 14 years I’ve been here, people have liked the scratch 
margarita. It’s made with the margarita mix we make here. It’s 
a little bit different. 


Q: What’s the crowd like? 

A: A lot of regulars. It’s a little bit older because we're in 
Edmonds. We get a lot of younger people on the weekends 
and during happy hour, 3:30 to 5:30 and 10 to close. 


Q: What drew you to bartending? 

A: Ever since | got into the restaurant business, all | wanted 
to do was be a bartender. | enjoy doing it. | get to talk to a 
lot of people, and it’s never the same. It’s not like sitting at 
a desk typing away at a computer. It’s something | have fun 
doing. 


Q: How has the recent statewide smoking ban affected 
business? 


A: The first couple weeks, we had some people leave without 
paying their tab — not because they meant to but because 
they went out for a smoke and just forgot. They came back 
and paid later. Some of the regulars don’t stay as long as 


SEATTLE 











they used to, but for most of the restaurants in this area, it 
hasn't had too much of an effect. \/ 


In the Neighborhood is a regular column in Vox Pop, 
introducing you to the people who live and work nearby 
Mars Hill. 


fs 
Photo by Erin Silva 


EJ 


For fourteen years, Scott Wilson has held down the bar at 
Scott's Bar & Grill. 
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PLACE OF THE MONTH 


Don't let the whole “under-soil contaminants” thing scare you away. 
There are plenty of good (dry) activities that make Gas Works a great 


summer hangout. 


to use it if you forgot your watch. 


e There is a cO i i 
ncession stand. You can even buy hotdogs if you forgot to bring something for the grill on Wednesday nights 


e There are restrooms and water fountains. 
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e You can rollerblade in right from the Burke-Gilman Trail. Watch out for the gravel, though 


siti . . 
is refreshing to know that you can still get that close to the water in Seattle for free 
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re is a decent-sized parking lot and also lots of street parking in the adjacent neighborhoods of Wallingford 


e Kite Hill is the perfect kite-flying environment. 


e There is a top-notch fireworks show on the Fourth of July if you don’t mind crowds 
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Jesus Hogs the Spotiight... 


because He deserves it 


Passion named most controversial film 





By Pastor James Harleman 


My wife loves lists. Not just any lists, mind you, but par- 
ticularly ones that boast the “Top” something or other: “Top 
10 Deadliest Animals” on Animal Planet, “Top 25 videos 
that defined the 80s” on VH1, or the “Top 10 Worst films 
of 2004” (remember Catwoman? Halle Berry wishes you 
didn’t). 

It hardly matters what it is . . . if my wife sees the word 
“Top” followed by a number, she finds it difficult to resist. 
The countdown to number one is almost addictive. Hence, 
when our Entertainment Weekly magazine arrived in the mail 
with the “Top 25 Most Controversial Movies of All Time” 
(6/12/06), she devoured it voraciously . . . and promptly 
showed it to me. 

Entertainment Weekly, published by Time Warner, 
focuses on entertainment news, reviews, and previews for 
movies, television, music, DVDs, books, and popular culture. 
It moves more than two million copies each week. Their 
website is one of the largest trafficked for entertainment 
information and, unlike purveyors of pop culture such as US 
Weekly, People, or In Touch Weekly, EW is not regarded as 
a tabloid. It’s an easy way to keep one’s finger on the pulse 
of our entertainment economy without having to read every 
book, see every film, and listen to every CD. 

According to Entertainment Weekly writer Jeff Jensen, 
movies “are a social experience” and possess “the power to 
shake, rattle, and roil the world.” | completely agree. He de- 
scribes these controversial films collectively as “Outrageous. 
Deplorable. Challenging. And even deeply rewarding.” 
Sixteen EW staff contributed to the selection of films and 
— considering the typical sentiments found in the magazine 
— | was stunned when | impatiently turned to the page reveal- 
ing numero uno. 

There were a lot of recognizable and controversial films 
on the list, after all... but what could possibly have trumped 
the Triumph of the Will, shot down Natural Born Killers, over- 
came our Basic Instinct, leeched color from A Clockwork 
Orange, broke The Da Vinci Code, and resisted The Last 
Temptation of Christ? What else could pummel all of these 
Hollywood milestones to be King of the hill and stir the pop 
cultural pot of controversy? 

What else ... save Jesus dying for our sins? The Passion 
of the Christ, marked by a bloody and battered image of a 
cross-carrying Savior surrounded by angry Roman soldiers, 
nabbed a full page of the weekly magazine to be described 
as the most controversial film “of all time.” According to EW, 
Mel Gibson's “unflinching depiction of Christ’s suffering” cre- 
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ated a “culture-war firestorm unrivaled in Hollywood history.” 
While it’s true that a number of social and political factors 
contributed to the hullabaloo, | believe there is something 
much deeper at work here. 

First of all, many of the films that made the list depict 
man at his worst. Whether it’s rape in A Clockwork Orange, 
theft and murder in Bonnie and Clyde, fornication in Last 
Tango in Paris, torture in The Deer Hunter, political corrup- 
tion in Fahrenheit 9/11, social and sexual dysfunction in 
Kids, racism in Do the Right Thing, assassination in JFK, or 
“civilized” modern man reduced to tribalism in The Warriors, 
most of the films illustrate man’s innate depravity whether 
they use this language to describe it or not. 

While | cannot endorse the viewing of all the films 
on EW’s list, | am not opposed to films that illustrate our 
wickedness. Indeed, a cinematic depiction of the book of 
Judges would be NC-17 at best; our Bible gives details one 
might expect in a Lucio Fulci film or a Clive Barker novel. 
These films provide fertile ground for conversation about 
human nature that inadvertently corresponds with a biblical 
worldview. They do well at illustrating the problem that we 
are not righteous, and even implicitly that we need some kind 
of savior because we can't fix ourselves. 

Some films on the list do demonstrate courage and 
valor, such as United 93, which recreated the events of the 
doomed 9/11 flight. Still, even the plot synopsis describes 
the narrative as “tragic heroism” that offers little comfort and 
lacks any lasting resolution to a very real, current tension in 
the world today. 

The opening of The Passion of the Christ quotes from 
Isaiah, reminding the viewer Jesus was “pierced for our 
transgressions . . . crushed for our iniquities . . . and by his 
wounds we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5). 

Going one step further than these other contentious 
films, The Passion not only illustrates the brutal depravity of 
man, but what every evil act and thought has wrought -sin 
and wickedness, past and present, poured out on the God 
incarnate. Rather than demonstrating man at his worst, it 
shows what our worst has cost, positions us at odds with 
Almighty God, and pinpoints our only hope of redemption. 
Ultimately, “controversial” is too small a word. 

Jesus’ teaching and declaration of not only being the 
exclusive way of reconciliation to God, but of being God 
Himself, raised controversy to such a level that people 
shouted and vied for his murder. The apostle Paul reminds us 
of this controversy in his first letter to the Corinthians, stating 
that Christians “preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to 
Jews and foolishness to Gentiles” (1 Cor. 1:23). 
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All stories possess shared themes, and many 
films are saying a lot more than you realize. 
Join us as we engage contemporary culture and 
view this art form through a discerning lens. 


“Grizzly Man” 
Friday July 21, 6:45pm - Ballard 
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There is invariably a visceral reaction to Christ's atoning 
sacrifice, as Paul elaborates that “the message of the cross 
is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. For it is written: ‘I will 
destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intel- 
ligent | will frustrate” (8:18-19). 

In hindsight, its no shock to me that a film seeking a 
biblical depiction of what Jesus endured because of our sin 
evokes anger, dismissive ridicule, frustration, and concur- 
rently engendered praise and acclamation. 

Art reflects life, and it’s satisfying on many levels that 
this film has been labeled as the hallmark of cinematic 
controversy; what Jesus accomplished on the cross is the 
greatest point of controversy to all mankind, whether they 
want to admit it or not. 1% 


The Album 
For those familiar with Tool, there is nothing particularly 
surprising about 10,000 Days. All told, however, this latest 
offering from the “progressive metal” pseudo-genre is a very 
creative, well-executed record. In short, it rocks: an aural 
rollercoaster featuring moments when | feel the need to pull 
out a friggin’ abacus just to figure out what the heck is going 
on with all the time changes. Tool is so far 
and above the usual “chugga chugga” metal 
that it bears almost no resemblance to it. 
If | have any beef with 10,000 Days, 
it's that it drags on too dang long. The ar- 
rangements often seem as if they wanted 
to make sure every permutation of a riff was 
represented rather than just committing to 
three or four really good variations. Most 
of the eleven tracks clock in at over seven 
minutes. Some songs, like “Lost Keys (Blame 
Hoffman)” and “Lipan Conjuring,” meander 
and are totally unnecessary, adding nothing 
to the record. The first half of 10,000 Days is 
much stronger than the second; in the weeks 
since Its release, | have found myself not get- 
ting past the first five tracks very often. 5,000 
Days would have been plenty. 
But you gotta hand it to ‘em: there are 
many elements that give Tool an edge over 
most other bands. For one, Tool’s rhythm 
section is in the proverbial pocket some- 
thing fierce. Another strong asset is singer 
Maynard James Keenan. He has always been 
a creative vocalist, but on 10,000 Days he 
has outdone himself. The range of voices and 
styles he puts on is striking. He has a way 
of tying the songs together with unexpected 
melodies and phrasing (very notably on “The 
Pot”), while also having a great respect for 
the music. Unlike almost every other singer in 
rock music, It’s clear he doesn't feel the need 
to sing when it just isn’t necessary. 


The Man 

Keenan is an interesting character beyond his album 
personas; notorious, elusive, and legendary within the 
music world. 

Over the years | have loosely followed his musical en- 
deavors (Tool and his other project, A Perfect Circle), read 
the occasional interview, and heard the random tall tale. He 
appears very intelligent, but also scarred in a deep way. He 
is also a pervert and an enemy of the gospel. 
| am not claiming to know the man beyond the little bit | have 
seen him as presented in his records and in the media, but 
through those mediums he has chosen to specifically bad- 
mouth Christ and His followers on many occasions. 

In April 2005, there was an announcement on the of- 
ficial Tool website that Keenan had given his life to Christ. 
Needless to say | (and probably everyone who read it) was 


surprised. | had prayed for him on occasion when | listened 
to his music, and was excited that God had grabbed him, the 
modern musical equivalent of Saul of Tarsus. 

The post was followed by assurances of its authenticity 
and, in light of the conversion of Brian “Head” Welch (former 
guitarist for Korn), my hopes were up. It turned out to be 
an April Fool’s day hoax and yet one more opportunity for 








‘10,000 Days” 


Life catches up in Tool's latest album 


By Nate Burke 





Maynard to mock Jesus. (The quote from Keenan on Tool’s 
site was, “Son of God? That guy’s a punk!”) 


The Lyrics 

Upon the release of 10,000 Days | decided to do a little 
research on the record: its origins, lyrics, etc. | discovered 
that the title track was written after the death of Keenan's 
mother, Judith Marie Garrison, who had been partially 
paralyzed and bound to wheelchair for twenty-seven years 
(approximately 10,000 days). 

His mother was a believer and Maynard was raised 
in a Baptist family. (Another strange factoid: Maynard's 
a West Point drop-out!) This sheds new light on another 
song, “Judith,” which Keenan penned a few years back with 
his band, A Perfect Circle. The song criticizes his mother 
strongly for still praying to the God who “abandoned her,” 


and even contains the lyric, “F— your God.” 

When | became a Christian, this was one of the few 
CDs | felt that | didn't even want on my shelf because of that 
lyric. | still feel like the lyrics are dumb in a “look at me I’m 
controversial!” sort of way, but now | also see Keenan's re- 
sponse as an honest point of view of someone who doesn't 
know Christ, doesn’t understand the nature of suffering, and 

sees his mother being what he considers 
foolish for so many years. 

| am reminded of 1 Corinthians 1:23 
and how ridiculous his mother’s faith must 
have seemed to him. | cannot expect any 
more than bald-faced blasphemy from those 
who are perishing, and am reminded that | 
have said and done much worse, only in my 
case it wasn’t documented and distributed 
to millions of people. Re-reading those lyr- 
ics was a good thing for me; to remember 
just how many of the unsaved feel in the 
face of suffering. 


The Hope 
Which brings me to the ray of hope | see 
in the new Tool record. Despite Keenan's rage 
against Christ and His followers, it seems that 
the death of his mother has begun to change 
his perspective. 
In the two-part song which most directly 
deals with his mother’s passing, “Wings for 
Marie (part 1)” and “10,000 Days (Wings part 
2),” he shows a great admiration for the same 
faith he used to despise: “It was you who 
prayed for me so... she never told a lie, well 
might have told a lie but never lived one.” 
It includes beautiful imagery of this 
woman, once confined and now released: “l 
only pray heaven knows when to lift you out. 
Ten thousand days in the fire is long enough; 
you're going home.” 
It would be a stretch to say that Keenan’s 
views on God have changed, but if his lyrics 
are any indication, his view of his mother and her faith have 
changed greatly. It is a wonderful reminder to us that how we 
live our lives—consistently over a long period of time—does 
affect those we know and love. People are always watch- 
ing—especially when we experience trial and suffering—to see 
how we respond and if our faith is genuine. 

All of Keenan’s anger and clever words were nothing 
compared to the steadfast faith of a crippled mother and 
her prayers for her son. It also reminds me to keep praying 
for the artists whose records | listen to, whose movies | 
watch, whose books | read .. . all of those out there who 
don’t know Jesus. 

| believe Jesus can grab any one of them, even Maynard 
James Keenan. His mother laid the groundwork with ten thou- 
sand days of prayer. Surely we can pick up that torch. 1% 
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SCANDAL OF 
THE BLOOD 


When Christians censor Jesus 













Word is that Hans Nordlund’s paintings 





of the crucifixion are so gruesome, 






certain galleries have refused to show 





his work. Of course, we had to ask 
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Hans about the story behind these 






rumors. 







Actually, the censoring that happened recently was 
from a Christian organization. l'’d love the mention the 
name of the establishment but | won't. | will say that 
the title of the gallery had something to do with Truth, 
spelled in Greek. 

The director of the gallery told me that my work 
was too horrifying and the viewers would have long 
term affects from viewing it. | told him that’s precisely 
my intention: the crucifixion was horrifying and the 
Good News has life-changing affects. 

Anyhow, an hour before the show opening the 
director removed some of my work. God used this 
experience for good, though. He’s taught me a lot 
through some of the pain that came for this occur- 
rence. 















Beginning this month, the paintings of Hans Nordlund 
will be on display in the main foyer at Mars Hill Ballard. 
The official unveiling will be Saturday, July 8 from 6 to 
8 p.m. as part of the monthly Ballard Art Walk. Vox Pop 
asked Hans to tell us a little bit about himself and his work. 
Here's what he had to say... 













Come see Hans’ work for yourself, Saturday, 
July 8 at Mars Hill Ballard from 6 to 8 p.m. The 
Ballard Art Walk takes place the second Saturday of 
every month. 









By Hans Nordlund B 









“Stop this now!” 

The year was 1993 and | was attending the College of 
Charleston in South Carolina. | was entering my senior year 
of study and until that time had been a Spanish major. During 
that time, also, | was an avid practitioner of the Occult. 
One night while | was meditating and tapping into the “col- 
lective consciousness,” my body began to be taken over by 
a presence. For the first time, during my “journey” | was able 
to immediately see that what | was involved in was evil and 
wrong and that | was about to get into some serious, life 
threatening trouble. 

Right then, an inner voice told me to “stop this now!” and 
so | did. That same inner voice also told me to “attend (church) 
service tomorrow.” So the next morning | went to the Lutheran 
church down the street and for the first time in my life, my eyes 
were open to the truth that flows from the Word of God. 

Within a week of this most important event of my life 
| had another “conversion” that has changed the course 
of my life. All throughout my four years in college | had 
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| As another generation comes of age, 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ must resurge... 






theResurgence.com. 





A free online collaborative resource of biblically 
_ -based missional theology for the church in 
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Artist Hans Nordlund on demons, the Cross, and the ministry of visual arts 
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been uneasy with the decision to be a Spanish major. Now 
that | was seeing more clearly about things, | decided that 
| could not spend the rest of my life doing something that 
was unpleasing to me. | changed my major to art on the 
first day of my senior year of study. I’d had enough electives 
in art so that | was able to eek out my degree within that 
remaining year. 

My parents had warned me that | was not to study art 
in college, if they were to finance my studies, so | didn’t tell 
them about the change until just before graduation. That 
conversation went easier than | had anticipated and I’ve 
always been thankful for that. My father made his living as a 
landscape painter and he didn’t want his son to experience 
many of the headaches that come from trying to make a living 
as an artist. | believe that he only wanted the best for me as 
my earthly father/protector. Fortunately, | have a Father in 
heaven who provides for me all that | need and have never 
missed a meal, in spite of only having an art degree. 


A heart for the “darker” souls 

Because of my experience—as a non-believer—with the 
Occult, | have a heart for the “darker” souls. | guess what | 
mean is that I’m inclined to reach for the people who want to 
experience the spiritual realm without bending their knee to 
Jesus; that was my story for sure. 
When human beings engage the spiritual realm apart from 
the blood of Christ, big problems happen. My work has had 
a large appeal with Occult practitioners and l'm so glad for 



















































that. I’d suspect that it has something to do with the black 
backgrounds, single source lighting, and the dramatic, 
bloody faces. 

| don’t see my [crucifixion paintings] as “religious.” | 
consider myself a painter for the people, and the crucifixion 
is for everyone. God has opened many doors for my work to 
be shown to those who don't yet believe. 

Several years ago | did a group show in Ann Arbor, \ 
Michigan that got 500,000 attendees in four days. | would | 
watch people’s eyes when they first saw my work. It was in- 
teresting to see the reactions of both those who believe and 
those who don’t. Oddly enough, “the church” was usually the 
most bizarre group of people to deal with at this show (and 
all the others). There are so many different traditions within 
the faith that people hold onto so tightly. This has caused the 
church to be so divided around the subject of art. 

But enough about those who believe. The non-believ- ——" 
ers are the ones who | was/am eager to meet and engage \ ~- 
in conversation. If the work is well executed, non-believers — ) 
respond really well to my work and quality conversation is + 
often had. Sometimes people want to discuss the subject 
matter. Other times they just want to talk about the process 
surrounding the creation of my work. 








All in all, | would say that my work has been very well ¥ 
received by the art community. I’m trying to figure out (and 
have made some progress) how to better integrate with the $ 
art community so that | can address many different aspects ‘ 


of the equation. So | not only show my paintings but | also 
teach people the process of how to draw and paint. 


A historic approach to art education “Then Je S said. ; iia) IS our 
dth co 


Tacoma Academy of Fine Art (TAFA) is the South- y 
Sound solution for any artist who desires to be equipped in hour, t 4) S S. PO y an Se 
drawing and oil painting in the tradition of classical realism. him awa y z ‘eal ' 
The short version of the story goes like this... y. Fes i ~ | 


A year and a half ago two young artists asked me to -Luke 22:52-54 (ESV) 
mentor them. Word got out that | was providing some teach- i 
ing and the group quickly grew. | asked my pastors if | could 


(continued: SEE ‘Painter’ page 16) 


TOP LEFT: Before Hans Nordlund moved 
south, he attended Mars Hill Church. Hans 
is now a part of Soma (another church in the 
Acts 29 Network). 










BOTTOM RIGHT: Hans and his wife 
founded the Tacoma Academy of Fine Art, 
which holds classes at Soma. 


Photo by Morgana Wingard 
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Strongest Man 


(continued from page 7) 


mother and supportive wife. Her talents extend beyond the 
arena of the gym, although she has managed to combine the 
two quite cleverly. 

Most weekday nights in the Dugdale house do not end 
amidst the edgy plots and bright lights of prime-time televi- 
sion, but rather with laughter and activity at the gym. Madison, 
Lauren, and Julia anxiously anticipate their opportunity to 
giggle and play while mom and dad bond over theological 
debates held between heavy sets of resistance training. 
How has Jesus used them to proselytize an entire workout 
facility? Two attentive spouses committed to loving each 
other, discussing God during mutual physical activity while 
their three enchanting children roll around in the joys of fam- 
ily—it is unmistakable God-reflecting beauty. 

As a cloud paints our afternoon with its shadow, Mark 
reminds Christina and | about lunch. The girls have mean- 
dered over to a bowing tree and one of them is attempting 
a two-armed Tarzan swing with a grace and elegance remi- 
niscent of her parents’ presence in a sport unaccustomed to 
the light of Jesus. 

The Dugdales love Jesus. They live Jesus right next to you 
on any given Sunday. You might not have noticed them, but 
that’s probably because Mark leads by example: “The thing 
people could use a lot more of Is the humility of Christ.” 
Welcome to the Dugdales. Welcome to Mars Hill. Welcome 
to Jesus. % 


Painter 


( continued from page 15) 


use some space in our warehouse in downtown Tacoma to 
provide the mentoring because we had quickly outgrown my 
studio space. Jeff and Caesar were very complementary to 
the idea. 

So | set up aclass in the building that would accom- 
modate twelve artists at one time. We now meet four times 
per week and my wife, Heather, and | are training nearly thirty 
artists weekly. Our desire for TAFA is to train and equip 
God’s people to glorify him through visual art and for those 
who don't yet know Him to train alongside those who do and 
hopefully they'll desire to know Him because of His people. 
Right now about half of our students know Him and half do 
not. It’s so exciting to have the opportunity to share the 
love of Christ with all of the students. We have an amazing 
group that we're on this journey with and our hope is that 
God will continue to bless this endeavor so that | can be- 
come a full-time instructor. Long-term vision is that it would 
become the place to train for God’s people who desire to 
make an impact in the art world. \"% 
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Western Seminary 
at Mars Hill. 


For the first time ever, Portland’s Western 
Seminary offers a “hybrid” class at Mars Hill, 
combining distance education with live lectures 
(Oct. 13—14 & Dec. 1—2). The class is Theology 
with Dr. Gerry Breshears, and you can take it for 
graduate credit or personal enrichment. 


Email greg@marshillchurch.org for more info. 








MARS HILL MEMBERS 


If you’re in debt or need to learn 
how to budget, the Financial 
Coaching Ministry is here to help. 
Email: money@marshillchurch.org 

















intrigued? 


confused? 


excited? 


SIGN UP FOR THE 
GOSPEL 101 & 1 02 CLASS 
TO LEARN MORE ABOUT WHO WE ARE 
AND WHAT WE BELIEVE. 


GO TO WWW.MARSHILLCHURCH:ORG 
FOR MORE INEORMATION AND TO 
REGISTER FOR THIS CLASS. 
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Overnight road trip to the 
Skate Church in Portland, Oregon 
(www.skatechurch.net) 


Friday, July 28, 6PM — 
Saturday, July 29, 10PM 





$10 includes food, transportation & 
use of the facilities (scholarships available) 


Email & submit $10 to reserve your spot: 
mcarioto@gmail.com 
proxy@marshillchurch.org 





*If you are under 18, you will need to have 
a parent sign the Skate Church Liability/Medical form 





Bring your own meat and something to share. 
Hang out and stay for teaching and discussion 
at 7:30. If you want to help out, set up 
begins at 5:20pm. 

Questions? Email gasworks@marshillchurch.org. 











} mas Hill HREN MiNistRy pRESEMES. | 

bacKyaRd biblE dub! | 
tHE FuN SHARE tHiS Monta | 
to SIGN up, Stop by tHE cHildRENS 


miNistRy cHECK-iN oR Email 
tREasuREcovE@maRsHillcHuRcH.oRe 























West Seattle 


( continued from page 5) 


scripture is clear on the importance of legacy as stated in 
Deuteronomy 6,” he said. “And that’s what we're seeing 
here.” 

While God richly blessed the pioneering group that 
started as the modest Olympic Heights Sunday-School 80 
years ago, “things didn’t quite turn out as they planned,” 
Pastor Bubba continued, “but God is still blessing their hard 
work now.” 

More hard work is needed, and not just physical labor. 
Pastor Bubba spoke of the need for leaders — and lots of 
them, to step up in this crucial time. “People who will follow 
their calling and use their God-given gifts to serve — they 
need to make themselves known.” 

This is all crucial to the theme of strategy that was 
woven into his earlier words to the congregation: making 
Mars Hill West Seattle a lighting rod of God’s influence to 
this neighborhood. 

Strategy is also playing out in ideas for community 

outreach, which are already fomenting. Julia Jackson is from 
West Seattle and works for the West Seattle YMCA as the 
Youth Development Director, talking with area teens on a daily 
basis. “There are five hundred teens that are members [at the 
Y] of about two thousand total in the area,” she explained. 
“And for some reason they are just not being reached. All the 
churches in this area seem to be dead or dying.” 
Julia spoke tender-heartedly about the teens she knows: 
so vibrant with life but living very broken lives. “I speak with 
thirteen year-olds who are doing great harm to themselves in 
many ways,” she said. “There is nothing for kids to do in this 
area and I'd like to see Mars Hill West Seattle host a monthly 
event of some sort.” 

Her ideas ranged from concerts to something like a 

large study hall — just providing a comfortable place where 
teens could have questions answered and loving community 
built. As Julia’s vision clearly indicates, there is abundant 
potential for our hospitality to be shared and community to 
be built. 
All in all, it was a very special evening for Mars Hill, one filled 
with excitement, a reverent nod to the past, and anticipation 
for a progressive, promise-filled future. This future will surely 
be filled with challenges both seen and unforeseen, but with 
the greatest of rewards: bringing more people to Jesus in 
our city. \™/ 
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Community Groups take place in the homes of church members who are committed to 


sharing their lives with those who participate in their group. Through learning and ac- 


countabililty, Community Groups exist to develop mature Christians who will go out into 
their various social networks carrying the hope of the Gospel. 


This summer, many Mars Hill Community Groups are 
meeting at Gas Works and Richmond Beach. Come on 
down to join a group. 


Gas Works Wednesday 6pm 


Groups from Ballard, Greenlake, Magnolia, Queen Anne, etc. Hot dogs, volleyball, and 
Jesus. What could be better? 


Richmond Beach Wednesday 6pm 


Many groups in and around Shoreline. Come get connected to a Mars Hill: Shoreline group. 


Introducing the Newest 

Mars Hill Community Groups 

Bothell Tuesday 6:30pm Sammamish Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Sam Barrett Led By: Sam Jarawan 

Contact: Sam and Beth Barrett Contact: Sam Jarawan 

Phone: 425-398-9490 Phone: 425-445-9731 

Email: | samandbethbarrett@yahoo.com Email: sjarawan@hotmail.com 
Fremont Tuesday 7pm Sand Point Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Scott Rudat, Darin Brill Led By: Bret Niemann 

Contact: Natalie Walker Contact: Bret and Christine Niemann 
Phone: 206-931-0539 Phone: 206-525-5541 

Email: = ndwalker1982@yahoo.com Email: — christineanne78@yahoo.com 
Greenwood Monday 7:45pm View Ridge Wednesday 7pm 

Led By: Caleb Davis Led By: Henry Lu 

Contact: Caleb Davis Contact: Henry Lu 

Phone: 206-297-6164 Phone: 206-947-1730 

Email: §davisc@spu.edu Email: thelufam@gmail.com 
Kirkland Tuesday 7pm Wedgwood Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Tim Saint Led By: Nathan Burke 

Contact: Laurie Saint Contact: Nathan and Rachel Burke 
Phone: 206-941-8359 Phone: 206-407-9542 

Email: tim@saintfamily.com Email: hexagon76@hotmail.com 
Kirkland Tuesday 7:30pm West Seattle Tuesday 6:30pm 
Led By: Colin Jones Led By: Scott Willhite 

Contact: Colin Jones Contact: Scott and Allison Willhite 
Phone: 425-823-7923 Phone: 206-251-1898 

Email: colin@maverickinvestments.net Email: | scott@alkihomes.com 
Lynnwood Sunday 6:30pm West Seattle Tuesday 6:30pm 
Led By: Donald L. Churchill Led By: Scott Willhite 

Contact: Don Churchill Contact: Scott and Allison Willhite 
Phone: 425-745-0264 Phone: 206-251-1898 

Email: laurcon23@yahoo.com Email: — scott@alkihomes.com 


Queen Anne Saturday 10:30am 

Led By: Charlie Musser, Kaitlin Omundson 
Contact: Kaitlin Omundson 

Phone: 407-625-8832 

Email: | musses@spu.edu 


Redmond Thursday 7pm 

Led By: Ryan Dosch 

Contact: Meghan Dosch 

Phone: 425-868-6334 

Email: | meghandosch@yahoo.com 


more than one hundred 
mars hill community groups 


gather weekly around the Puget Sound region 
to join one near you email 
community@marshillchurch.org 
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Column of 
Opportunity & 
Information 


Here are some specific needs and announcements for the 
month of April. Registration for events is at www.marshill- 
church.org. 


Gospel 101 

Sundays, July 9-30, 1-2:30pm in the Paradox 

Want to learn more about Christianity and Mars Hill Church? 
Interested in becoming a member? Come to the Sunday 
Gospel Class, starting next week. 


Father-Son Campout 

July 14-16, Sun Lakes 

Meat, fire, tents, and the love of Jesus between fathers 
and sons. Fore more information, email Rick James, 
denali_2000@yahoo.com. 


Backyard Bible Club 

July 10-14 or 17-21 in a neighborhood near you 

This summer, Mars Hill Children’s Ministry is taking the 
message of Jesus to homes throughout the region. This 
week-long day camp is for Mars Hill kids and their friends 
and neighbors. To register, stop by the Children’s Ministry 
check-in area, or email treasurecove@marshillchurch.org. 


Community Group Leadership Intensive 
August 25-26, Camp Berachah 

Every Community Group coach, leader, apprentice, and host 
is strongly encouraged to attend this event. Pastor Mark 
will join us and explain how Community Groups are at the 
core of the Mars Hill vision in reaching our city, and beyond. 
Brainstorm with other leaders through experiential break-out 
sessions and have a great time hearing from and learning 
from Jesus and each other. 


Father-Daughter Trip to Tea 

September 9, Victoria B.C. 

Spend a whole day together in the beautiful harbor city of 
Victoria. Transportation via the Victoria Clipper and breakfast 
basket onboard are included in the price. You may choose 
to take the whole day to wander and enjoy this lovely city at 
your own, OR choose one of the optional tours and/or tea. 
Email julie@marshillchurch.org for more info. Register by 
August 8. 


Want to be baptized? 

“not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a 
good conscience toward God” (1 Peter 3:21). Christians get 
baptized to follow the example of Jesus; because He com- 
manded us to do it; and to openly demonstrate obedience 
to and faith in Jesus Christ. If that’s you, email baptism@ 
marshillchurch.org. 


CHURCH FINANCIAL INFORMATION/WEEKLY GIVING TRENDS GIVING TRENDS 
































Date Budget Giving # of Givers Attendance (September 1, 2005—June18, 2006) 
May 21 $100,000 $105,508 465 3812 . 

Total Given $5,083,172 
May 28 $100,000 $96,394 338 3811 Households 3090 
June 4 $100,000 | $107,834 471 4717 Average Giving $143/month 

per household 

June 11 $100,000 $158,352 481 3832 
June 18 $100,000 $112,606 427 3640 EXPAND CAMPAIGN 











MONTHLY BUDGET VS. ACTUAL GIVING 


$600,000 


Due to a growing church body 
and limitations with meeting 








space, Mars Hill is pursuing 
various expansion strategies. 








$500,000 





$400,000 
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A new facility in West Seattle, 
developing programs at Mars Hill 
Shoreline, and various building 
projects in Ballard require capital 
funding above and beyond our 
normal operations budget. Check 
out www.marshillchurch.org for 
the latest updates about these 
and other expansion projects. 































































































Needed funds $3,000,000 
ii September October November December January February March April May Raised to date $1 ,829,838 
E Monthly Budget | $340,000 $460,000 $400,000 $400,000 $500,000 $400,000 $400,000 $500,000 $400,000 
Actual Glven $296,416 $431,446 $400,088 $571,587 $422,613 $472,580 $472,839 $558,040 $437,504 Number of 
*These are budgeted giving numbers. They don’t represent actual surplus or deficit. Giving Households 1,120 
Total Needed 
to be Raised $1,170,162 





Money at Mars Hill 


What do we believe about our stuff? 

Very simply, everything we have comes from God. Our money 
is a blessing and a tool we use to worship Him by giving to 
the church (to further the Gospel in Seattle), providing for our 
families and enjoying God and the grace that He gives us. You 
may have a lot and you may have a little, but the real question is: 
are you worshipping God with your stuff and do the first fruits of 
your checkbook reveal that? 


How much should I give? 

The Bible says that giving is for Christians and should be directed 
first to your local church. The bible does not say how much you 
should give but rather seeks to deal with the heart behind your 
giving. 2nd Corinthians 8 and 9 say that our giving should be 
cheerful, regular, sacrificial and generous. The Bible does not 
prescribe a percentage; through prayer we must seek to have a 
clear conscience in regards to our giving. Jesus says, “For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Mt 6:21). 


Who should give? 
Christians should give faithfully to their local church. If you are not 
a Christian, don’t give—seek to deal with the larger issue: your sin 
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and Jesus’ forgiveness of that sin. We are not concerned about 
the amount people give but about the number of people who are 
giving. God is building His kingdom through the church, and He 
asks that all believers share in this joyous responsibility. This mis- 
sion is bigger than just a few of us and takes everyone's effort and 
faithfulness; no matter if you are a college student who can give 
only 10 bucks a month or a millionaire who can give thousands. 


How Can I Give At Mars Hill? 
e By check or cash placed in the offering basket during service 


By check or cash placed In the triangular kiosks located in the 
foyers 


By mailing a check to the church office (contact the office if you 
would like some self addressed envelopes). 


Online contributions can be given via debit or credit card at 
www.marshillchurch.org. 

Automatic Payments (ACH) can also be set up - email giving@ 
marshillchurch.org 


Donation of stock 
Sincerely, Pastor Jamie Munson 


Questions, Comments, or Concerns, 
e-mail: giving@marshillchurch.org 
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The Mars Hill event of the summer: 

Baptisms galore at Richmond Beach. One of our favorite things to 
do as achurch is get together as one big happy crazy family, then 
show up at a beach somewhere, and then start dunking people in 
the water. It’s a great celebration of the new life He has given us - 
whether youre there to get baptized or just watch. It’s one of the 
only times each year when all of Mars hill gathers in one place. 
What’s more, free barbecue will mark the occasion. 


Join the party, August 9 at 6pm at Richmond Beach in Shoreline. 


Email baptism@marshillchurch.org if you want to get baptized. 





